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Facing the Issue:
A MECHANECH'S GUIDE

FOR RESPONDING

“It is no longer possible to ignore the tragic
reality that molestation, physical and emotional
abuse exists within the Orthodox community... our
existing mechanisms are failing to deal with the
problem.” (Rabbi Y. Blau, 2003)

In a family therapy session with Moshe Bergstein' and his son
Chaim, Moshe recalls the night he lost control over 15 years ago.

“We were going home from a late bar mitzvah,” he says. “I
was pulling out of the parking lot when Chaim, my nine year
old, and Dovid, my seven year old, began to argue. They had
spent the entire bar mitzvah running around with their cousins,
and now, as we were about to embark on a two hour drive home,
they were overtired and exhausted, and had no patience for each
other. I repeatedly asked then to stop bickering, but Chaim
couldn’t let up.

“I myself was tired and cranky from the grueling day. I had
a headache. At the bar mitzvah, I had gotten into an argument

TO CHILD ABUSE

with my brother. I needed to be in the office the next morning
bright and early. Now I felt my blood begin to boil. I tried to talk
to him, but you know how stubborn children can get.”

Tears stream down Moshe’s face as he recounts the series of
events that unfolded. “I kept saying, boys, stop fighting, we’ll be
home soon. But the argument grew louder and louder. I stopped
the car on the side of the highway, yanked open the back door,
and I slapped Chaim across the face. I slapped him once, then
twice, and then I began beating him. I was out of control. I
remember thinking I was out of control, but I couldn’t stop. In the
distance, I heard my wife screaming to me, but the rage and
anger took over. My son was crying and screaming, ‘Abba,
Abba...it hurts...it hurts.” And then it ended. I stood there shocked
at myself. I felt terrible, mortified at my behavior. My little boy,
the love of my life, was whimpering — his face bruised and sore.
Huge red marks streaked the side of his head. His ear was bright

' Names have been changed.
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red and swollen. I stood in shock, and began to shake uncontrol-
lably. What kind of man would hurt his child that way? But that
night was just the beginning of a terrible era for my entire
family.”

The therapist, tears in his eyes, turned to Chaim and asked,
“How long did this era last?”

“Until now,” Chaim tearfully responded.

“Why didn’t you ever tell anyone?”

“I did. I told. They did not hear.”

Chaim recounted how vividly he remembers each time he
tried to tell a Rebbi, a teacher, an adult. He remembers how
deeply he wanted them to understand his cues and stop the
abuse.

An abused child is not likely to
come forward to a mechanech, even
one he trusts, to disclose that he or she
is being abused. Firstly, children often
don’t have the words to describe what
is being done to them. Secondly, they
are deeply ashamed, and may feel or
have been told that it is “their fault”.
They may also have been seriously
threatened with dire consequences by
the perpetrator if they told the
“secret”.

In a day camp on the West Coast
several years ago, a counselor sliced the
head off a bird with a knife and told the

“Abused children need trustworthy adults as advocates.
It is quite rare for a child to lie about such incidents.”

children have an opportunity to form ongoing relationships
with adults. It follows that a child might conceivably turn to
a rebbi or morah at school whom they trust and respect, in
the event of personal distress. However, abused children
often reach out in the only way they know — dropping
obscure hints, silently begging these responsible adults to
see their pain and see through their dysfunction. The
abused childs fear is deep, including his fear that no one
can help him, or that no one will believe him.

Abused children need trustworthy adults as advocates.
It is quite rare for a child to lie about such incidents.
We must earn their trust in us, and show them that their
mechanchim have the courage to observe their behavior and
listen to them with great care. A
teacher must be ready to demonstrate
that he or she will brave the system
and overcome all barriers to protect a
child who has been abused. When we
fail, we are failing to protect those
whom we cherish most — our chil-
dren.

Today, many schools are striving
to become more effective participants
in prevention and intervention efforts
designed to reduce the complex
problem of child abuse. This article
will define abuse, describe signs and
symptoms, and will address handling

four year old children that he would do
the same to them if they dared tell their

a disclosure as well as the process of
reporting within a Yeshiva system.

parents what he had done to them.
Although teachers are required by

DEFINING CHILD ABUSE:

law to report suspected child abuse,
lack of adequate training hinders their ability to recognize
symptoms of abuse, since most victims manifest no obvious
external signs. In a study that asked teachers about their
knowledge of various forms of abuse, only 4 percent of the
polled teachers stated that they were “very aware” of the
signs of abuse. Another 17 percent reported that they would
be able to recognize signs that were “very obvious,” while 75
percent reported that they would not recognize signs at any
point (McIntyre, 1990).

While mechanchim are genuinely empathic towards
abused children, fear and lack of knowledge may make
them hesitant about both identifying and reporting abuse.
But beyond family, school is perhaps the sole setting where

= The legal definition of child abuse
may vary slightly from state to state. A summary of the defini-
tion of physical abuse in the state of New York is: “Any minor
under the age of 18, whose parent or other legally responsible
adult inflicts or allows to be inflicted upon a child physical injury
by other than accidental means, or creates or allows to be
created, a substantial risk of physical injury by other than acci-
dental means, which would likely cause death or serious or pro-
tracted disfigurement, or protracted impairment of physical or
emotional health, or protracted loss or impairment of the func-
tion of any bodily organ.” (Department of Children and
Family Services Manual, 2004)

Child abuse occurs among all socioeconomic strata,
within all family environments, and across every culture.



“Mechanchim need to recognize that abuse

can occur within the entire spectrum of frumkeit.”
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Within our frum world, no
segment of the community is
immune. Mechanchim need to
that
occur within the entire spec-
trum of frumkeit. The child
whose father is a Rav who
beat his son who forgot his

recognize abuse can

chazara worksheets in school,
or the child whose father is a
doctor who broke his daugh-
ter's leg before the Pesach
Seder because she didn’t come
to the table fast enough, is as
likely to come to our attention
as is the child whose father is

disabled and has not worked in years, and who locked his
son in the closet because he made too much noise. Abuse
happens.

MANDATED REPORTERS:

All school personnel are considered “mandated
reporters” by law. Child abuse must be reported when one
who is a legally mandated reporter “has knowledge of or
observes in his or her professional capacity or within the scope
of his or her employment, a child whom he or she knows or rea-
sonably suspects has been the victim of child abuse...” A
“reasonable suspicion” occurs when “it is objectively reason-
able for a person to entertain such a position, drawing when
appropriate on his or her training and experience to suspect
child abuse.” (Dept. of Children and Family Services Manual,
2004)

If a school employee reports (in good faith) that possi-
ble abuse may have been committed, he/she is granted civil
and criminal immunity from any charge of defamation or
slander upon making such a report. But anyone required by
law to report suspected abuse who willfully fails to do so,
may be guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to civil liability.

Virtually all poskim who have been consulted by commu-
nity rabbis, professionals and educators agree that if there is
danger of further and future endangerment and victimization,
then there is no halachik issue of mesira. Nonetheless, there is
a long cultural history of refraining from acts which may
appear to be mesira, and this can understandably hinder a
person, even a mandated reporter, from coming forward. (cf.
Archives, Aleinu Halachic Advisory Board)

SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS
OF ABUSE:

The first step in helping
abused or neglected children
is learning to recognize the
signs of child abuse and
neglect. Below is a list of con-
ditions and symptoms which
may indicate possible child
abuse. They are provided as
warning signals and should
prompt a mandated reporter
to look further into the situa-
tion. It must be emphasized
that bad or poor parenting is
not against the law. Only when it reaches a level where the
child is endangered is it classified as child abuse.

There are four basic areas in which abuse may be
revealed:

M Physical indicators in the child

B Behavioral indicators displayed by the child

B Home environmental problems

B Parental clues of distress or dysfunction

No individual symptom necessarily indicates child
abuse. The presence of a single sign does not prove child
abuse is occurring in a family; however, when these
signs appear repeatedly or in combinations, you should
take a closer look at the situation and look further into
the child’s welfare and safety.

In the following vignette you will note that each of the
four basic areas is present. (See chart on Page 14)

It is a cold, windy day outside, and you are watching the
children file into the classroom as the bell rings. They hang their
little jackets on their pegs, place their backpacks in their cubbies,
tuck their lunchboxes under their desks, and sit quietly waiting
to begin davening. Sora enters timidly. She looks cold and
disheveled, always ashamed of being late. Once again, she wears
no jacket, and her lunch is a granola bar grasped tightly in her
hand. Her hair has not been brushed, her shirt is the one she’s
been wearing all week with the mustard stain on its sleeve, and
her eyes are tearful. You look down, and see that Sora is not
wearing shoes. When you call her mother; she explains that it
was Sora’s punishment for not getting dressed quickly enough
that morning.

If a teacher is concerned and fears a child may be in an
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PHYSICAL & BEHAVIORAL SIGNS OF ABUSE

PHYSICAL INDICATORS BEHAVIORAL INDICATORS
Inconsistent, improbably or unexplained bruises and welts: Wary of adult contacts
= on face, lips, mouth Apprehensive when other children cry
= on torso, back, buttocks, thighs Consistent or repetitive hostile or aggressive behavior toward others
= in various stages of healing Consistently verbally abusive
= clustered, forming regular patterns Repeated out of control behavior
= reflecting shape of article used to inflict (electric cord, belt buckle) Unusually dependent or "“clingy" with adults
= on several different surface areas Extreme fear of others
= regularly appear after absence, weekend or vacation Repeatedly destructive (breaks windows, sets fires)
= human bite marks = black eyes m bald spots Afraid to go home
Inconsistent, improbably or unexplained burns: Reports injury by parents
= cigar, cigarette burns, especially on soles, palms, back or buttocks Destructive to self and others
= immersion burns (sock-like, glove-like, Early to school or stays late (as if afraid to go home)
doughnut shaped on buttocks or genitalia) Accident prone
= patterned like an electric burner, iron, etc. Wears clothing that covers body when not appropriate
= rope burns on arms, leg, neck or torso (often many layers of clothing)
Inconsistent, improbable or unexplained fractures: Chronic runaway
= to skull. nose, facial structures Can't tolerate physical contact or touch

® in various stages of healing
= multiple or spiral fractures

= Consistent hunger, malnutrition, poor hygiene Begging or stealing food

= [nappropriate dress for weather Constant fatigue, exhausted

= Failure to gain height, emaciated States there is no caretaker at home

= Consistent lack of supervision,(especially in dangerous activities Frequent school absence or tardiness
or for long periods of time) Destructive, pugnacious

= Unattended physical problems, medical problems, offensive body odor School dropout (adolescent)
or other needs. Abuses alcohol and/or drugs

= Abandonment Seems depressed or passive

= Untreated lice, distended stomach Isolative

= Dirty or unkempt

= Difficulty in walking or sitting Unwilling to participate in physical activities
= Complains of lower abdominal pain Exhibits unusual behavior or knowledge beyond developmental stage
Either avoids or seeks out adults
Sudden drop in school performance
Crying with no provocation
Anorexia (especially adolescents)
Provocative behavior
Self-destructive
Fear of or seductiveness towards males
Suicide attempts (especially adolescents)
Chronic runaways

= Speech disorders Habit disorders (sucking, biting or rocking)

® Lags in physical development Behavioral extremes:

= Failure to thrive compliant, passive = aggressive, demanding
= Asthma, severe allergies or ulcers Overly adaptive behaviors:

= Substance abuse inappropriately adult = inappropriately infantile

Developmental lags (mental, emotional)

Delinquent behavior (especially adolescents)
PARENTAL CLUES OF DISTRESS & DYSFUNCTION Bed wetting

. - o . Conduct disorders (antisocial, destructive)
= Parent is unable/unwilling to meet child's basic needs o . o
. . Neurotic traits (sleep disorders, inhibition of play)
and provide a safe environment. i
: . . . Lacks self-esteem; puts self down constantly
= Parent describes homicidal thoughts/feelings toward child.
. ) ) L . Seeks approval to an extreme
= Parent describes use of objects (belt, whip, hanger) to discipline the child. ; .
. . " o . Seems unable to be autonomous (e.g. makes few choices, fears rejection)
, = Parent is unable to describe positive characteristics of child. Hostile. verbally abuse. provocative
= Parent has unrealistic expectation of child (e.g. expecting a 6-month-old ! y P
to be toilet trained).
= Parent uses "out of control" discipline.
= Parent is unduly harsh and rigid about childrearing.

= Parent singles out one child as "bad", "evil", or "beyond control". HOME ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS

= Parent berates, humiliates or belittles child constantly. o " ; ;
= Parent turns to child to meet parent's own needs. = Hazardous living conditions (broken windows, faulty electrical
fixtures, etc.).

= Parent is impulsive, unable to use internal controls. . :
= Parent cannot see child realistically, attributes badness to child or misinterprets = Health risks (presence of rats, feces, no running water, no heat)
child's normal behavior (e.g. views infant's crying as sign that the child hates the parent.) ar unsanltary CODdItIOﬂS. .
= Extreme dirt or filth affecting health.

= Parent is indifferent to child.
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“When one feels there is cause for concern, he/she should
attempt certain strategies before it becomes a crisis.”

abusive situation — he/she must not wait until they have a
reportable issue to begin dealing with it. Nor can they ever
jump the gun on a single unusual incident. It is crucial to be
alert to unusual behaviors and appearances, and to record
the observed peculiarities. When one feels there is cause for
concern, he/she should attempt certain strategies before it
becomes a crisis.

B Calling the home and offering some tips on nutri-
tion or asking appropriate questions may elicit more evi-
dence or clear things up. It may even be appreciated by
a thankful, overwhelmed parent, and help her/him and
the child.

B Speaking to previous teach-
ers, the principal, and/or the family
Rav about your concerns can be
helpful. Ask questions such as: Is
this a new situation? Are there any
new stresses, changes, or losses in
the family? Has anything been
helpful in the past that might be sup-
portive to the family at this time?
(E.g., Tomchei Shabbos, assisting
the child to develop friends, extra
time, learning, or a mentor for the
child)

B Try to meet with the child
and hear his/her concerns or view of
the situation. Pay attention to detail:
is the child receptive? secretive?
fearful?

B Try to have a meeting with
the parents and discuss your con-
cerns and help them problem solve.
Pay close attention to their response
to your interest, and to how they speak of the child.

B Be careful not to jump to the conclusion that abuse
has occurred. Do everything possible to attempt to inter-
vene in a positive way with the child and family as soon as
your concerns begin developing. These interventions can
prevent a reporting situation, develop a positive and trust-
ing relationship with parents, and possibly save the child
from being abused.

If the above strategies result in definitive concerns, the
mechanech must approach an authority, first making sure
to have all the facts to present to the principal or com-
munity rabbi.

THE DISCLOSURE:

Although, as stated above, it is rare for children to volunteer
information about their terrible “secret”, they may disclose
abuse in a variety of ways. They may come to a teacher pri-
vately, and directly and specifically relate what is going on.
Unfortunately, this is one of the least common ways for chil-
dren to disclose. More often than not, they try to be “invis-
ible”, acting out as a means of pushing the teacher away,
since abused children are often frightened about their teach-
ers finding out their “secret”. A more common behavior is
to present information in a piecemeal fashion, “testing the
waters” to see how the adult responds
to what they share. It is vital for
mechanchim to be provided with
training not only in detecting possible
abuse, but in responding to both
intentional and accidental disclosure
by children.

Whereas direct disclosure is not a
frequent occurrence, the following
behaviors and signs occur with greater
frequency:

Indirect hints:

B “Please dont make me tell my

father that I failed my Math test
— I still haven't healed from the
last D I got.”

B “T don't like to go to my Uncle’s
house, he keeps bothering me!”

Children may speak in these
terms because they haven't learned a
more specific vocabulary, they feel
ashamed to be more direct, or they
have promised not to tell. It is impor-
tant to gently ask questions, making sure they understand
that you have heard their veiled hints, and that you would
like to encourage them to be more specific.

Disguised disclosure:

B “What would you do if a friend told you that his father

hit him with a garden hose whenever he did not get an A
on a Gemara test?”

B “My friends mother won't give her breakfast or dinner if
she does not finish her homework on time. She is really
hungry all the time.”

The child might be talking about a friend or sibling, but

is just as likely to be talking about himself. Encourage them
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to tell you what they know about the “other child”. It is
probable that they will eventually tell you whom they are
talking about.

Disclosure with strings attached:

W “I have a really big problem but if I tell you about it, will

you promise not to tell anyone else?”

Most children are aware that some negative conse-
quence will result if they break the secret of abuse. Often the
offender uses the threat of these consequences to force a
child to remain silent.

Guidelines for responding to disclosure:

M Find a private place to talk

M Listen — gently ask non-threatening questions — val-

idate them for having told you

M Do not panic or express shock at anything the child

tells you

M Express your belief that the child is telling you the

truth

B Use the childs vocabulary, reflecting back that you have

heard him, speaking in terms which he relates to

M Reassure the child that it is good to tell a responsible

adult who can help

M Reassure the child that it is not her/his fault, that

she/he is not bad

M Determine the childs immediate need for safety

M Let the child know that you will do your best to

protect and support her/him

M Keep the child informed of who is being contacted

and what is going to happen

M Do not promise or guarantee any particular outcome

or that you will not tell anyone their secret

M Child abuse is a private issue. It should only be dis-

cussed with school administration and teachers who
need to be informed of the details. Other parents
and school board members need not be informed.

B Remain calm and get support immediately from your

director/supervisor/principal

It is not your job to be an investigator or judge. The
role of the mechanech is to ask non-leading general
questions that will provide enough information to Child
Protection Services (or the appropriate agency or facil-
ity) so that they can determine if an investigation is war-
ranted. A case can be tainted if leading questions are
asked. However, displaying awareness, attention and
supportive concern about abuse are ways to create a
safe environment for the child.

“Displaying awareness, attention and concern about abuse
are ways to create a safe environment for the child.”

-

Every Yeshiva needs a process for dealing with high risk
families where there may be potential suspicion of child
abuse. Mechanchim and teachers need to be trained in under-
standing the law. It is ideal for each school to have a mental
health professional available to them who is well versed in the
laws and procedures. It is valuable for schools to be able to
present the situation and the laws to a Rav experienced in this
area. An informed Rav can be a tremendous resource and
liaison for working with children, families, school personnel
and, if need be, with the authorities, in creating safer alterna-
tives, and in helping implement and oversee their success.

THE ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITY
OF THE MANDATED REPORTER

It is important for the school to provide its faculty and
staff with in-service education, support and the opportunity
to consult with select experts and halachic authorities in
preparing them for the possibility of having to report abuse.
Without such reassurance and clarification, a teacher, rebbi,
or other educational staff person will be uneasy about the
process. They may hesitate to implement their role. They
may be confused about the propriety and scope of their
legal obligations relative to their responsibilities to their
own perceived role within the school and community.
Education and support are the key.

Several other real and understandable issues may add to
the mechanech’s reluctance about being involved in identify-
ing and reporting child abuse:

M 1t is difficult to comprehend that anyone, let alone a

parent, family or respected member of the community

would abuse or victimize a child. There is a tendency,



“There is a tendency within our communities, to deny that
such a problem exists, and that anyone would harm a child.”
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specifically within our communities, to deny that such
a problem exists, and that anyone would harm a child.
B Educators are less likely to discuss concerns about a
child being abused when they teach in schools where
principals are reluctant to report for reasons related to
maintaining good parental relations or community
image. Some teachers fear they will be fired from their
job, not realizing that it is illegal to fire a mandated
reporter for making a child abuse report.

B Teachers may not understand that a child abuse
report is made in “good faith” and that they have immu-
nity from civil or criminal liability. They may fear the
parents will “sue” them for having called in the report.
B A staff member may fear that the family will retaliate
if it becomes known that he/she made the report. But all
reports are confidential, and the family will not be
informed as to who made the report.

M Lastly, a mechanech may have some additional worries
and fears. E.g., the child abuse report might affect the
life of the child. Or perhaps the child will be removed
from his/her home; the child might be punished further
by his parents; the student’s trust in the teacher could
be broken; the parents might remove him from the
school; possibly, nothing at all will happen, and the
child will feel betrayed and abandoned by his teacher.
All these concerns could significantly impact anyone’s
readiness and willingness to report.

THE PROCESS OF MAKING
A CHILD ABUSE REPORT

Reporting child abuse involves a complex array of
dynamics. The teachers fears, the schools concerns about
reporting, worries about possible negative impact on the
child, confusion about roles and about reputations, lack of
experience with the reporting system, and relationships
with the childs family all impact everyone involved in the
reporting and investigation process. To maintain objectivity,
getting as many facts as possible is essential. Before calling,
the mechanech making the report should have all the impor-
tant and relevant information available and be prepared to
answer basic questions that will be asked:

B Childs name

M Date of birth

B Address and telephone number

M Details of suspected abuse — the incident must be

conveyed in the child’s own words

M Known information about the suspected perpetrator,

and family history in the school

M Are there bruises or marks?

M Ts the child at risk if he/she returns home?

M s the child considered a reliable reporter?

Caller should be clear about what they are reporting
(vague statements of concern limit the screener’s ability to
determine whether to assign a case for investigation).

Let the worker know you care, and are interested in being
involved. Give them the school number so they can contact you.
Let them know that you and the school will be helpful in deve-
loping a therapeutic plan for the family and its follow through.

If there is any suspicion that the child may be in an
unsafe home situation and might be removed from the
home — make sure you have pre-determined a safe home for
the child to go to temporarily. The principal/Rav should
explain to the Department of Children and Family Services
(DCFS) and/or Child Protective Services (CPS) that the
child needs to be in a culturally sensitive environment,
and that the school has a home the family and school feel is
safe while the investigation is being processed.

It is advisable to set this up before the investigation
begins, and this request is most powerful when stated by a
Rabbi at the time the report is being made.

WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN YOU REPORT

Mandated reporters often want to know the result of an
investigation. Some state and local child welfare agencies
will inform mandated reporters of the outcome either
through phone calls or letters. A family’s right to privacy,
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“The first step to helping abused or neglected children is
learning to recognize the signs of child abuse and neglect.”
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however, supercedes a mandated reporter being privy to
confidential investigation — so one may never learn the
result of the report.

Once a referral is assigned for investigation, the follow-
ing process will occur:

1. If the child is old enough to understand, the teacher
should inform him/her that a report will be made to DCFS/
CPS. The reporting process should be explained to the child.
They must understand that they are not in trouble, and that this
is about ensuring their safety. Assist the child to understand that
it is the teachers legal duty to report suspected child abuse.

2. DCFS/CPS will interview the child in a neutral
setting, often at the school.

If they choose to interview in school, inform the child in
advance and create as much privacy around the interview as you
can so the child is not shamed. Ask if an adult can remain in the
room with the child.

3. Once the child is interviewed, DCFS/CPS will contact
the family and others who may have additional information
about the investigation. State agencies are sensitive to the
mandated reporter’s role and connection to the child. All
reports are kept confidential. The name of the reporter
remains confidential and is not made known to the
parents or to the suspected perpetrator of abuse.

4. Federal law requires social service agencies to make rea-
sonable efforts to keep the children safe within their families of
origin. If the agency determines that the child can remain in
their home while the family receives services, such recommen-
dations will be given and the children will remain at home.

Mechanchim should see this as an opportunity to be part of
the helping team. The Yeshiva has the ability to reinforce the rec-
ommendations for parenting classes, individual treatment,
and/or family therapy, and assure that there is family follow-
through. Each school is encouraged to research and develop a
referral list of appropriately licensed and trained, culturally sen-
sitive, expert professionals who can be accessed immediately. Ask
the parent to sign a release so you can be informed about their
compliance. The school may be able to add resources, i.e. a
mentor for the child, support for the parents, monitors of child
and family welfare, in order to best benefit the family.

CASE HISTORY:

Chani was a very quiet student in 6" grade who always
looked frightened to her teacher. She tried to be perfect in
school, never to break a rule, seldom to have fun or do any-
thing that could get her into trouble. Her teacher was con-

cerned, and developed a close relationship with her over the
years. Finally, one day, Chani burst into the teacher’s room
and disclosed through her tears that she did not want to go
on vacation with her father because he beats her. Her
teacher gently asked a lot of questions, and Chani showed
her bruises under her dress. After speaking to the Principal
and consulting a Rav who specialized in these areas, the
teacher informed Chani that she would need to make a child
abuse report. Together they called her mother, who came to
school, and the report was called in. The child was inter-
viewed in school by the social worker, who discovered a
long history of domestic violence and child abuse. The
social workers agency required that the father leave the
home, and attend anger management classes and therapy.
Mom and children all had to engage in therapy individually
and as a family. A restraining order was put on Dad. The
Yeshiva understood the significant financial difficulties Mom
would experience and assisted her with resources.

Mechanchim need to remember that as uncomfortable
and stressful as this process may seem, knowing when and
what to report could save a child from abuse or neglect. A
child abuse report can be an opportunity for the school to
mandate the assistance to an at-risk family that the staff has
been concerned about for a long time. Chani will always know
that her teacher saw her in school, really heard her and
cared enough to intervene on her behalf. It is difficult. The
teacher and the school may be placed in a very unpopular
situation. The family will be angry and some in the commu-
nity may not approve. The priority must be protecting the
child. The laws and regulations, and the guidance of Daas
Torah in this regard, are based on our shared responsibility
to protect and care for our children and our families.

In summary, a school is the ideal setting for providing
education, training, supervision, and support to mechanchim
with regard to the detection of child abuse and to managing
problems with child safety. A collaborative team approach
can help streamline the process.
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